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A combination of boned: men would endeavour to extir¬ 
pate all the profligate immoral retainers to each fide, that have 
nothing to recommend them but an implicit fubmilEon to 
them leaders. Add,fin's Spectator. 

To Reta ke. v. a. [re and take .] To take agaim 

A day fhould be appointed, when the rcmonflrancc fhould 
be retaken into confidcration. Clarendon. 

To RET A LI A f E. v. a. [re and talio, Lat.] To return by 
giving like for like ; to repay ; to requite. 

It is very unlucky, to be obliged to retaliate the injuries of 
authors, whole works are fo foon forgotten, that we are in 
danger of appearing the firft aggreffors. Swift. 

If a firft minillcr ol ftate had ufed me as you have done, 
retaliating would be thought a mark of courage: Swift. 

Re i alia tio.v. n.f. [from retaliate.'] Requital; return of 
like for like. 

T hey thought it no irreligion to profecute the fevereft re¬ 
taliation or revenge ; fo that at the fame time their outward 
man might be a faint, and their inward man a devil. South. 

God, gracioufly becoming our debtor, takes what is done 
to others as done to himfclf, and by promife obliges himfelf 
to full retaliation. Calamy's Se, ruons. 

To RE I ARD. v. a. [retardo, Lat. retarder , Fr.] 

1. I o hinder ; to obftrudl in fwiftnefs of courfe. 

How Iphitus with me, and Pelias 
Slowly retire ; the one retarded was 
By feeble age, the other by a wound. 

2. To delay ; to put off. 

Nor kings nor nations 

One moment can retard th’ appointed hour. ....... 

It is as natural to delay a letter at fuch a feafon, as to re- 
tard a melancholy vifit to a perlbn one cannot relieve. Pope. 

To Reta rd. v. n. Today back. 

Some years it hath alfo retarded, and come far later, than 
ufually it was expected. Brown's Vulgar ErroHrs. 

Retardation, n.f. [ retardation , Fr. from retard .] Hin¬ 
drance ; the adt of delaying. 

Out of this a man may devife the means of altering the 
colour of birds, and the retardation of hoary hairs. Bacon. 

Retarder, n.f. [from retard.] Hinderer; obftrucler. 

T his difputing way of enquiry’, is fo far from advancing 
fcience, that it is no inconfiderable retarder. Glanvill. 

fo Retch, v. n. [hj-.xcan, Saxon.] To force up fomething 
from the flomach. 

Re'tchless. adj. [fometimes written wretehlefs, properly rcek- 
lefs. See Reckless.] Carelefs. 

He druggies into breath, and cries for aid ; 

Then helplefsin his mother’s lap is laid : 

He creeps, he walks, and iffuing into man. 

Grudges their life, from whence his own began ; 

Retchlcfs of laws, aftedfs to rule alone. Dryden. 

Retention, n.f. [reteClus, Lat.J The adl.of difeovering 
to the view. 

T his is rather a refloration of a body to its own colour, 
or a retention of its native colour, than a change. Boyle. 

Rete'ntion. n.f. [ retention, Fr. retentio, from retentus, Lat.J 

j. The act of retaining. 

No woman’s heart 

So big to hold fo much; they lack retention. Shake/p. 
A froward retention of cuftom is as turbulent a thing, as 

an innovation ; and they, that reverence too much old things, 
are but a fcorn to the new. Bacon’s Natural Hiflory. 

2 . Retention and retentive faculty is that ftate of contraction in 

the folid parts, which makes them hold faft their proper 
contents. Quincy. 

3. Memory’. 

The backward learner makes amends another way, ex¬ 
piating his want of docility with a deeper and a more rooted 
retention. South's Sermons, 

Retention is the keeping of thofe fimple ideas, which from 
fenfation or reflection the mind hath received. Locke. 

4. Limitation. 

His life I gave him, and did thereto add 
My love without retention or reftraint ; 

All his. Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

5. Cuftody ; confinement; reftraint. 

I fent the old and miferable king 
To fome retention and appointed guard. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

Rete'ntive. adj. [ retentus , Lat. retentif Fr.J 

l. Having the power of retention. 

It keepeth fermons in memory', and doth in that refpect, 
although not feed the foul of man, yet help the retentive force 
of that ftomach of the mind. 

Have I been ever free, and muft my houfe 
Be my retentive enemy, my goal ? 

From retentive cage 

When fullen Philomel efcapes, her notes 
She varies, and of paft imprifonment 
Sweetly complains. 

In Tot’nam fields the brethren with amaze 
Prick all their cars up, and forget to graze ; 

Long Chancery-lane retentive rolls the found. 

And courts to courts return it round and round. 
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2. Having memory'. 

To remember a fong or tunc, our fouls muft be an h 
mony continually running over in a filcnt whifper thofe tn~ 
ileal accents, which our retentive faculty is preferver of. c]P 

Rete'ntivENESS. n.f [from retentive.] Having the quality^f 
retention. ' 01 5 

Ri/ticence. n. f. [1 reticence , Fr. retieeniia , from retreat, L?t 1 
Concealment by filence. * ryd- 

Re'ticle. n.f. [reticulum, Lat.] A fmall net. 

Reti'cular. adj. [ham reticulum, Lat.] Having the formbf 
a fmall net. 

Reti'culated. adj. [ reticulatus , Lat.J Made of network • 
formed with interftitial vacuities. * 

The intervals of the cavities, rifing a little, make a pretty 
kind of reticulated work. “ IVoodward on biff,l 

Re'tiform. adj. [retiformis, Lat.J Having the form of a net* 
The uveous coat and infidc of the choroides are blackened 
that the rays may not be reflected backwards to confound the 
fight ; and if any be by the retform coat refleded, thev are 
foon choaked in the black infidc of the uvea. Fay 

Reti'nue. n.f [retenue, Fr.J A number attending upon a 
principal perfon ; a train ; a meiny. 

Not only this your all licens’d fool. 

But other of your infolent retinue. 

Do hourly carp and quarrel. Shakefp. King Lear, 

What followers, what retinue can’ll thou gain. 

Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude. 

Longer than thou can’ll feed them on thy coft ? Miltm 
There appears 

The long retinue of a profperous reign, 

A feries of fucccfsful years. Dryden. 

Neither pomp nor retinue fhall be able to divert the greats 
nor Hull the rich be relieved by the multitude of his trea- 
furers. Rogers’s Sermons. 

To RETPRE. v. n. [rdirer, Fr.J 

1. To retreat; to withdraw ; to go to a place of privacy. 

The mind contracts herfclf, and lhrinketh in, 

And to herfelf fhe gladly doth retire. Davies. 

The lefs I may be bleft with her company, the more I will 
retire to God and my own heart. " King Charles. 

Thou open’ft wifdom’s way. 

And giv’ft accefs, though fecret fhe retire. Milton. 

The parliament diflolved, and gentlemen charged to retire 
to their country habitations. ~ Hayward. 

2. To retreat from danger. 

Set up the ftandard towards Zion, retire, ftay not. Jer. 
Set Uriah in the fore front of the hottcll battle, and retire 
yc from him, that he may die. 2 Savi. xi. 15. 

From each hand with fpeed retir'd. 

Where erft was thickcft th’ angelick throng. Miltm. 

3. To go from a publick ftation. 

He, that had driven many out of their country, perifhed 
in a ftrange land, retiring to the Lacedemonians. 2 Mac. v. 

4. To go off from company. 

The old fellow fkuttled out of the room, and retired. Arl. 

To Reti're. v. a. To withdraw ; to take away. 

He brake up his court, and retired himfelf, his wife, and 
children into a foreft thereby. Sidney, 

They, full of rage, retired themfelves into this caftlc. Sidn, 
He, our hope, might have retir'd his power, 

And driven into defpalr an enemy’s hate. Shakefp. 

Thenoc retire me to my Milan. Shakejp. Tempejl. 

There may be as great a variety in retiring and withdrawing 
men’s conceits in the world, ns in obtruding them. Baan. 
As when the fun is prefent all the year. 

And never doth retire his golden ray. 

Needs muft the fpring be everlafting there. 

And every feafon like the month of May. Davies, 

Thefe adions in her clofet, all alone, 

Retir'd within herfelf, fhe doth fulfill. Davies. 

After fome flight fkirmilhes, he retired himfclf into the 
caftlc of Farnbam. Clarendon. 

Hydra-like, the fire 

Lifts lip his hundred heads to aim his way; 

And fcarce the wealthy can one half retire. 

Before he rufhes in to Ihare the prey. Dryden, 

Reti're. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Retreat; receflion. 

I heard his praifes in purfuit, * 

But ne’er, till now, his lcandal of retire. Shakefp, 

Thou haft talk’d 

Of fallies and retires, of trenches, tents. Shakefp. 

The battle and the retire of the Englilh fuccours were the 
caufes of the lofs of that dutchy. Bacon’s Henry V II. 

2. Retirement; place of privacy. Not in ufc. 

Eve, who unfeen 

Yet all had heard, with audible lament 

Difcover’d foon the place of her retire. Milton. 

Retired, part. adj. [from retire.] Secret; private. 

Language moft fhews a man; Ipeak that I may fee thee: it 
fprings out of the moft retired and inmoft parts of us. B. John]. 

\ ou find the mind in deep retired from the fenfes, and out 
of thefe motions made on the organs of fenfe. Locke- 

“ Some 
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Some, acCuftomed to retired fpeculations, ruii natural phi- 
lofophy into metaphyfleal notions and the abftrad generalities 
of Jogick. Locke, 

He was admitted into the moft fecret and retired thoughts 
and counfcls of his royal maftcr king William. Addijon. 

Retiredness. n.f. [from retired.] Solitude; privacy; fecrecy* 

Like one, who in her third widowhood cloth profefs l 
Herfclf a nun, ty’d to retirednefs, k 

So affeds my mufe now a challe fallownefs. Donne. J 
How could he have the leifure and retirednefs of the cloifter, 
to perform all thofe acts of devotion in, when the burthen of 
the reformation lay upon his fhoulders ? Atterbury. 

Retirement, n. f. [horn retire.] 

1. Private abode; fecret habitation. 

My retirement there tempted me to divert thofe melancholy 
thoughts. Denham's Dedication. 

Caprea had been the retirement of Auguftus for fome time, 
and the refidcnce of Tiberius for many years. Addifon. 

2. Private way of life. 

An elegant fufficiency, content. 

Retirement, rural quiet, friendftiip, books, 

Progreflivc virtue, and approving heaven. Thomfon. 

3. Act of withdrawing. 

Short retirement urges fv/eet return. Milton. 

In this retirement of the mind from the fenfes, it retains a 
yet more incoherent manner of thinking, which we call 
dreaming. Locke . 

Reto'ld. part. paff. of retell. Related or told again. 

Whatever Harry Percy then had faid 
At fuch a time, with all the reft retold. 

May reafonably die. Shakefp. 

Upon his dead corpfe there was fuch mifufe 
By thofe Welchwomcn done, as may not be 
Without much Ihamc retold or fpoken of. Shakefp. 

To RETO RT. v. a. [ retortus,. Lat.J 

1. To throw back. 

His virtues, fhining upon others. 

Heat them, and they retort that heat again 

To the firft giver. Shakefp. Troilus and Crcffida. 

He pafs’d through hoflile fcorn ; 

And with retorted fcorn his back lie turn’d. Milton. 

2. To return any argument, cenfure, or incivility. 

His proof will cafily be retorted, and the contrary proved, 
by interrogating ; fhall the adulterer inherit the kingdom of 
God? if he lhall, what need I, that am now exhorted to re¬ 
form my life,' reform it ? if he fhall not, then certainly I, 
that am fuch, am none of the ded ; for all, that are ded, 
fhall certainly inherit the kingdom of God. Hammond. 

What if toy fon 

Prove dilobedienr, and reprov'd, retort, 

Wherefore did’ft thou beget me ? Milton. 

1 he refporident may fhew, how the opponent's argument 
may be retorted againll himfelf. ~IVatts. 

3. To curve back. 

It would be tried how die voice will be cariied in an horn, 
which is a line arched; or in a trumpet, which is a line re¬ 
torted ; or in fome pipe that were finuous. Bacon. 

Reto'rt. n.f. [retoite, 1 ’r. retort um, Lat.J 

1. A cenfure or incivility returned. 

I laid his beard was not cut well, he was in the mind it 
was : this is called the retort courteous. Shakefp. 

2. A chymical giafs vcffel with a bent neck to which the re¬ 
ceiver is fitted. 

Recent urine diftillcd yields a limpid water ; and what re¬ 
mains at the bottom of the retort, is not acid nor alkaline. Arb. 

Rf.to'rter. n.f. [from retort.] One that retorts. 

Retortion n.f. [from retort.] The ad of retortin'-'. 

1 o Reto ss. v. a. [/v and to/s. j I o tols back. 

n . _ 1 oft / and ret 6 J l the ball incefl’ant flies. Pope's Odyfjry. 

IcRrWcn.^. [retoucher, Fr.J To improve by new 

He lurnifhcd me with ail the pafiages in Ariftotle and Ho¬ 
race, uled to exp am the art of poetry by painting ; which, 
if ever I retouch this effay, fhall be inferted. Dryden. 

U kintot, dull rogue J wiil think your price too much: 

Not, bn, it you revife it and retouch." P e ,^ 

I o Retra ce v a [ retracer, Fr.J To trace back. 

I hen it the line of I urnus you retrace, 

To RFTRA^ r° m InaC r buS 6f Ar - ive rac . c ’ ‘ Dryden. 

I oRE r RA LI. v. a. [retraClus, Lat. retra£ler, Fr.l 

1. 10 recall ; to recant. J 

Were I alone to pafs the difficulties, 

Paris fhould ne’er retrael what he hath done 

Nor faint in the purluit Shakefp. Troilus and Crcffida. 

in l rP IC T thc WorJ nia.ulrakc in the text, they 

in efleeft retraa it in the margme. Brown’s Vulg. Errcwl. 

If his fubtihtics could have fatisfied me, I would as freelv 
haver^this charge of idolatry, as I’ever made It. S 

bhc wi.i, and fhe mb not, fhe grants, denies, 

T.XSckt'^w’”’ a ” d ‘ h “ *“• 

fnrn gfCat PP^ ? at rimc ’ which thc inhabitants of the 
^rmer earth had to fpare, and whereof they made fo ill u (c 

was employed in making provifions for bread ; and the excels 
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Fairy Sjueen, 


fpared no coft to 
L'Ejlrange. 


of fertility, which contributed fo much to their mifearriages, 
was retrailed and cut off IVoodivareT s Natural IFiji o'y. 

Retracta tion. n.f. [retractation, IV. retradiatio, Lat.J Re¬ 
cantation ; change of opinion. 

Thefe words are David’s retractation, or laying down of a 
bloody’ and revengeful refolution. South’s Sermons . 

Retra'ction. n.f. [from retratt. J 

1. A£tof withdrawing fomething advanced. 

They make bold with the deity, when they make him do 
and undo, go forward and backwards by fuch countermarches 
and retractions, as we do not repute to the Almighty. IVoodw. 

2. Recantation ; declaration of change of opinion. 

There came into her head certain verfes, which if fhe had 
had prefent commodity, flic would have adjoined as a retrac¬ 
tion to the other. Sidney, b. ii. 

3. Acl of withdrawing a claim. 

Other men’s inlatiable defire of revenge hath wholly be¬ 
guiled both church and ftate, of thc benefit of all my either 
retractions or conccflions. Kmg Charles, 

Retrai ct. n.f. Spenfer. [retraitte Fr.J 

1. Retreat. Obfolete. 

The earl of Lincoln, deceived of the country’s concourfe 
unto him, and feeing the bufinefs paft ret> aid, refolvcd to 
make on where the king was, and give him battle. Bacon. 

2. [Ret-ail, Fr. ritratto, Italian.] A caft of the countenance-, 
Oblolete. 

Upon her eyelids many graces fat. 

Under the fliadow of her even brows. 

Working bellgards and amorous retraite. 

And every one her with a grace endows. 

Retrea't. n.f. [retraitte, Fr.J 

1. Place of privacy; retirement. 

He built his fon a houfe of plcafure, and 
make a delicious retreat. 

2. Place of fecurity. 

This place our dungeon, not our fafe retreat, 

Beyond his potent arm. Milton. 

That pleafing fhade they fought, a foft retreat 
From fudden April fhowers, a Ihelter from the heat. Dry. 
There is no fuch way to give defence to abfurd dodtrines, 
as to guard them round with legions of obfcurcand undefined 
words ; which yet make thefe retreats more like the dens of 
robbers, than the fortrelles of fair warriors. Locke. 

3. Adt-of retiring before a fuperiour force. 

Honourable retreats are no ways inferior to brave charges ; 
as having lefs of fortune, more of difeipline, and as much of 
valour. Bacon, 

To Retrea t, v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To go to a private abode. 

Others more mild 
Retreated in a filent valley, ling 
Their own heroick deeds. 

2. To take fhdter; to go to a place of fecurity. 

3. To retire from a fuperiour enemy. 

4. I o go out of the former place. 

The rapid currents drive 
Towards the retreating lea their furious tide. 

My lubjedl docs not oblige me to look after the water, or 
point forth the place whereunto it is now retreated. TVoodw. 

Having taken her by the hand, he retreated with his eye 
fixed upon her. Arbutbnot and Pope. 

R etrea'teD. part.adj. [homretreat.] Retired; gone to privacy. 

To RE 1 RL'NLH. v.a. [rctranchcr, I' r.J 

1. I o cut oft ; to pare away. 

I he pruner’s hand muft quench 
Thy heat, and thy exub’rant parts retrench. Denham . 

Nothing can be added to thc wit of Ovid’s Metamorphofes ; 
but many things ought to have been retrenched. Dryden. 

M e ought to retrench thofe fuperfluous cxpcnccs to qualify 
ourfelves for the exercife of charity. Atterbury. 

2. I o confine. Improper. 

In fome reigns, they are for a power and obedience that is 
uni'niited ; and in others, are for retrenching within the nar- 
roweft bounds, the authority of the princes, and the alle¬ 
giance ot the fubjea. Addifon's Freeholder, N° 6. 

1 o Retre'Nch. V. n. To live with lefs magnificence or 
cxpence. 

Can I retrench P yes mighty well 
Shrink back to my paternal cell, 

A little houfe, with trees a-row. 

And like its maftcr, very low. Pope's Epijl. of Horace. 

Retre nckment. n. f. [retranchement, Fr. from retrench .] 

1 ne act or lopping away. J 

I had ftudied Virgil’s defign, his judicious management of 
the figures, the fober retrenchments of his fenfe, winch always 
leaves fomewhat to grat.fy our imagination, on which it may 
enlarge at plea urc. Dryden's Dedication to vHl. 

I l e want of vowels in our language has been the o',.„eral 
complaint of our pohteft authors, who neverthelefs have made 

anJ C ° nfcquentI >' cncreafcd °ur former 

the ;r Id r rat h be an advocate fof the retrenehmem,’ % 7 n 
the encreafe of this charity. jfjpy 

To RETRI'BUTE. 


Milton, 


Afilton. 
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